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Female Sex Offenders 

5% of all sex offenders 
 
18.5% of sexual offenses 
 

(Bureau of Justice Statistics, 2010; Cortoni, 
Hanson and Coache, 2010) 



More Gender Bias 

Psychiatrists 
Police 

 
Both viewed sexual abuse by women as 

less harmful than abuse by men 
 

Tried to transform female offender and 
offense to minimize 

(Denov, 2001) 



Sentencing Differences 
Male & Female Juvenile Sex Offenders 

       
     N = 61 f.; 122 m.

         
     Females       Males   

Average sentence   2.8 yrs       5.5 yrs 
Sentence < 5 yrs   83%   50% 
Between 5 and 9 yrs  12%   22% 
Ø 10 yrs     5 %    27%  

(Vandiver, 2006) 
   

 



Sentencing Differences   

      Males  Females 
No contact with minors      71%       53% 
No contact with victim 
   or victim’s family       86%       68% 
Tx or Evaluation       66%       24% 

(Aylward et al., 2002) 
 



Offender Confession 

Women told physician sexually abusing 
daughter 
Referred to psychiatrist 
Diagnosed as psychotic and prescribed meds 
Child never interviewed or referred 
2 years later ex-husband investigated for 
abusing daughter 
Mother admitted she was the abuser 

(Gannon & Cortoni, 2010) 



Female Sex Offenders 

5% of all sex offenders 
 
18.5% of sexual offenses 
 

(Bureau of Justice Statistics, 2010; Cortoni, 
Hanson and Coache, 2010) 



Incarceration of Female Vs Male  
Sex Offenders 

 
Men incarcerated for sex crimes 

140,000 
 

Women incarcerated for sex crimes 
1500 

 
(Harrison & Beck, 2005) 



140,000 X 18.5% = 25,900 



Saradjian Study of Female 
Offenders 

N = 50 perpetrators 
36 controls 

 
Criteria    Substantiated case 
 
Admissions   49 of 50 

     (Saradjian, 1996) 
 



Sample Characteristics 

Social Class   All 
     Homeless to aristocracy 

Education & IQ  6 university degrees 
     4 borderline IQ 

Race    All Caucasian 
Employment   Most short term, unskilled 
 

     (Saradjian, 1996) 
 



Types 

– Independent – Victims < 6 

– Independent – Adolescent Victims 

– Initially Coerced 



Typologies 

Independent – victims < 6    N = 14 

Teacher/Lover      N = 10 

Initially Coerced      N = 12 

      (Saradjian, 1996) 
 



Mean Age Gap Between 
Women & Victims 

 
  Victims    Age Gap in Years 

 
A  <6      18 
 
B   Ages 11 - 17    16.6 
 
C  Coerced by Male   18.5 
 

     (Saradjian, 1996)   



What Difference Did the Type Make? 



Sexual Motivations 

 
All offender groups:     Sex with adults negative 

     but met some need 
 
Controls     Sex rated positively 

      (Saradjian, 1996) 



Victims Young Children 
Motivations 

 
 
  

 Positive physical experience  All  
   Power and control    All 

 Wanted to hurt them      9  
 Merger           8 
 Feel loved        8 
     (Saradjian, 1996) 

 



“Having sex with my sons was more 
enjoyable than having sex with a man and 
that was because I had some control over 
what was going to happen.” 
   (Matthews et al., 1990, p. 206) 



“I was sexually aroused . . . Felt very 
powerful.” 
   (Matthews et al., 1990, p. 206) 



Fusion 



Merger 

“She wanted me to love her like her own 
mother did when she was little and sick.  It 
makes me nauseated to think about it.  
She used me to maintain her own sick 
pleasure.  I was mother, father, husband, 
sister, lover and friend to her when I 
needed a mother.”  
    (Rosencrans, 1997, p. 29) 



Fusion 

“I was not a separate person to her.  In her 
mind we were fused.” 

 
    (Rosencrans, 1997, p. 31) 

 



“Another thing has to do with identity.  My 
mom’s needs dominated every aspect of 
my life and she saw me as an extension of 
her.  As an adult, at age 35, I am just 
beginning to differentiate myself and find 
my own likes/dislikes and talents.”  
    (Rosencrans, 1997, p. 32) 



“I still struggle with being as far away from my 
mother as possible identity-wise.  I wanted to be 
as different as I could from my mother.  I used to 
dress in men’s clothes just so that I could be as 
different as I could from her.” 

(Ogilvie & Daniluk, 1995, p. 600) 
 



“Sometime I can feel her on my skin. I can’t 
explain . . . I suppose it’s like if we are 
someway we are melted into each other.  I 
scape and scape at my skin but I cannot get 
deep enough into myself to get rid of her.” 

(Saradjian, 1996, p. 9) 



“’I hate her but the worst thing of all is that I 
know that I am just like her, I look like her, I 
sound like her, I smell like her.  I still feel her 
body is engulfing mine. I never feel free of 
her. It is as if . . . If I broke truly free, I would 
just fade away or drift into the air as if I 
never even existed except if I am attached 
to her.’” 

(Saradjian, 1996) 



Intrusiveness 
Ages 3 – 24 

 
Fondled her breasts, anus & other areas 
Repeated enemas 
Watched while made to strip 
Made her put on sexy nightgown 
Watched her bathe and shower 
Watcher her masturbate 
Watched her insert tampons 
     (Rosencrans, 1997) 

 



Made to watch her mother  
   dress & undress 
   go to the bathroom 
   expose herself 
      (Rosencrans, 1997)  



“About a year ago I was at my mother’s 
house.  We were standing out by the pool 
and I had a swimming suit on.  She stood 
there touching me, first my wrist, and then 
sneaky feels of my breasts and buttocks.  
My younger brother watched and talked 
with us.  He didn’t even notice what she 
was doing.  She’s been doing that all our 
lives.  We were so unconscious, myself 
included.  I was 33 years old here.” 
    (Rosencrans, 1997, p. 79) 



Fusion 

“I never got to be me.  Find out who, what, 
when, where, why I was.  She did more 
than sex.” 
    (Rosencrans, 1997, p. 30) 



“I feel totally swallowed up by her; I see her, 
smell her, feel her breath on my body.” 
     (Saradjian, 1996, p. 11) 

 



Responses to Fusion 

One woman 
 

Large amounts of plastic surgery 
 

To look different from mom 



Fusion 

“It was part of an overall relationship in 
which I was allowed no boundaries or 
identity. I feel like she sucked my brains 
out with a soda straw so she could fill me 
with her own identity.” 
    (Rosencrans, 1997, p. 151) 

 



Fear of Dependence 

“[I have a] fear of dependency on others.  [I] 
fear needing people and fear 
abandonment, or of feeling helpless, 
powerless, or trapped with no way out.” 
    (Rosencrans, 1997, p. 158) 

 



Who was the Mother? 
Child is the mother   83% 

No        9% 

?         7% 

    (Rosencrans, 1997) 
     



Fear of Mother Dying 

“I used to worry about this all the time and 
her death was extremely traumatic for me.  
I never made the connection – it’s fusion!” 

 
    (Rosencrans, 1997, p. 32) 



Violence 



Violence 

“My mother threatened to burn my hair/me if 
I did not comply.  I was given beer to drink. 
I was beaten and there were threats I 
would be burned if I wasn’t quiet.  
Sometimes I was slightly burned on the 
butt with lit cigarettes. I learned not to cry 
and to stop screaming.” 
    (Rosencrans, 1997, p. 111) 

 



“I have never had any sexual contact with 
my mother that was not violent and painful 
and full of rage on her part.” 

 
     (Rosencrans, 1997, p. 112) 



“It was always when she were angry but I never 
knew what made her angry. . . It were as if she 
wanted to tear me apart inside.  She’d 
sometimes grab whatever were nearest to her 
and come at me.  She’d insert anything into me 
‘down there’, sometimes it were all her fingers, 
she’d push them at me really hard, sometimes 
it were a bottle neck or a brush handle, once or 
twice it were a knife and once rose stems.  That 
were awful.” 



“I often bled but she never took me to the 
hospital or anything. I bled so often that 
when I started my periods I didn’t realise, 
I just thought it were more bleeding from 
what she’d done.” 

 
Infancy until 12 (ran away) 

(Saradjian, 1996, p. 14) 
 



Impact 
Frequent admissions to psychiatric hospitals 

Severe depression 

Repeated overdoses 

Frequent self-mutilation of arms, legs & 
vagina 

Multiple drug addiction 



Some degree of violence 

 
65% 

 
(Rosencrans, 1997) 

 



Disclosure 

– Attempts to tell in childhood  5% 

– Did tell      3% 

– Threatened to tell    2% 

   (Rosencrans, 1997, p. 39) 



Sadistic Abuse/Seductive 

No correlation with type of childhood sexual 
abuse 

 
Most severely emotionally abused 

Became sadists 



Victims Young Children 
 Motivations 

 
 

All had sexual thoughts of children 
All experienced arousal 
Few called it arousal 
Unable to identify emotional states 
Feelings in terms of sensations 

     (Saradjian, 1996) 
 
 



Teacher/Lover Group 



Motivations 

Group B: Victims Adolescents 
 

   Romanticized relationship 
   Frequent sexual thoughts 
   80% masturbated to thoughts 
   Equal in every way 
   Victims instigators 
     (Saradjian, 1996) 

 
 

 



“We had an affair, a love affair.  Isn’t that 
ridiculous?  I’m 40 years old!  And I had 
an affair with a 14-year-old kid, which is 
totally ridiculous.  And I was in love – not I 
loved him – but in love!” 
   (Matthews et al., 1990, p.209) 



Female Sex Offenders 

Helper	  -‐Offender	  aids	  or	  collaborates	  with	  
	   	  male	  offender	   	  	  

	  May	  procure	  vic9ms,	  observe,	  or	  	  
	  ac9vely	  par9cipate	  

Coerced	  -‐In	  abusive	  rela9onship,	  	  
	  	  Dominated	  by	  male	  offender	  





Women that Molest Children 
 

Teacher/Lover	  – 	  ”Mary	  Kay	  Letourneau”	  
	   	   	   	  	  	  Sees	  it	  as	  an	  “affair”	  	  
	   	   	  	  	   	  	  OCen	  troubled	  teen	  

	  
Young	  Vic7ms	   	  Abuses	  younger	  children,	  	  

	   	   	  Possibly	  own	  children	  	  
	   	   	  Aroused	  to	  children	  	  
	   	   	  Pedophilic	  	  

	   	   	   	  Fusion	  
54 



Coerced & Accompanied 
Offenders 



Motivations 

Group C  Initially coerced by male perps 
 
 

Negative feelings during sex w/ child 
  

Give pleasure, bonding with male  
  

      (Saradjian, 1996) 
 



“I wasn’t a whole person unless there was 
somebody else with me.  That’s pretty 
much what it’s been like for a long time.  
There had to be a male in my life, 
otherwise I would think I was nobody.” 
   (Matthews et al., 1990, p. 212) 



Why Offenders Participated 
Co-Offenders 

    Threats 
 

 Abandonment     24% 
 Death    15%  
  
   (David, Hislop & Dunbar, 1999) 

 



“I didn’t want my husband to leave me.  I 
didn’t want to be alone.  He always 
threatened to leave;  ‘Do what I say.’” 
   (Matthews et al., 1990, p. 205) 



Motivations 
Group C  Initially coerced by male perps 

N = 12 
 

Thoughts of sex with children   12 
 

  Arousal or neutral      9 
  Repulsive        3 

 
      (Saradjian, 1996) 

 



Motivations 

Subgroup of C:  Initially coerced, later alone 
N = 7 

 
Power and control 
   

Hurt someone 
    (Saradjian, 1996) 

 
 



Older man 
•  Felt “loved for the first time in her life” 

•  He wanted “more spice in their sex lives” 

•  Agreed to get a 15-year-old to join in 

•  Jealous & angry 



He suggested abduction & sexual torture 
 

Readily agreed 
 

Loved it 
 

1 year later – still turned on thinking about it 
 

Wanted to do it again 



Severity of Abuse 



Insertion into Orifices 

      Vagina  Rectum 
 

n Fingers      46%     34% 

n Objects      38%     51% 

    (Rosencrans, 1997) 
 



Sadistic Acts 

 
56% of 82 women 

(Saradjian, 2010) 



Sadism 

“When she wanted to do it do me, she’d say he 
told her to and I could never really be sure 
whether he had or not.  She used to threaten me 
that. . . If I told anyone what was going on . . . 
I’d be in for ‘it’ and ‘it’ was really, really bad.  
I’d had ‘it’ before and I never wanted to ever 
feel that bad again.  The more I hurt the faster 
she’d come  . . . she knew just how to hurt me 
and I knew that she’d really ‘get off on’ getting 
him to hurt me . . . I never would have told 
because I was just too scared.” 

    (Saradjian, 1996, p. 36) 



Objects Inserted 

 Enema equipment, sticks, candles, 
vibrators, pencils, keys, hairbrushes, 
hairbrush handles, light bulbs, soapy wash 
cloths, wooden spoons, various fruits and 
vegetables, knives, scissors, lit cigarettes, 
sock darning tools, surgical knives, hair 
rollers, religious metals, vacuum cleaner 
parts, goldfish 
     (Rosencrans, 1997) 

 



Impact of Female Sexual Abuse 

N = 14 
7 m.; 7 f. 

Substance abuse     57% 
Self-injury      36% 
Suicidal ideation     79% 
Suicide attempts     55% 
Depression      64% 
Rage             100% 

(Denov, 2004) 



Impact of Female Sexual Abuse 

N = 14 
7 m.; 7 f. 

Mistrust of women          100% 
Discomfort with sex          100% 
Fear of abusing children    86% 
Abused children      29% 

(Denov, 2004) 



Isolation 

“Do you believe mother/daughter incest is 
more isolating than male/female incest 
is?” 

 
  Yes    No    Unsure 

 
  75%   5%    19% 

 
     (Rosencrans, 1997, p. 37) 



 
“I’m constantly haunted by [the sexual 

abuse].  It’s not something that just goes 
away, and I don’t know how to put it 
behind me.  That’s what I’m trying to do.  
It’s constantly remembering all the 
beatings, the washing, the sucking . . . 
[It’s] part of my daily existence. 

    (male victim in Denov, 2004) 
 



Father attempted intercourse at 5 
Had intercourse and oral sex with her until 11 

 
“The [sexual abuse] done by my father was the 

least invasive. . . . The abuse by the females 
[mother and grandmother] had far more of an 
effect on me than he did. . . .When looking at 
the big picture and the layers of hurt . . .out of 
all that happened to me, what my mother did 
was the absolute worse . . . far worse than what 
my father had done.” 

(Denov, 2004, p. 1144) 



Dynamics 

 
Why do They Shoot Spies? 



Siblings of Victims  Abused by 
Mother as Well? 
   Yes      

 
Sisters    26%   
 
Brothers    37%   

     (Rosencrans, 1997, 82)             



Abused by male babysitter at 8 and a female 
babysitter at 10 

 
“There is a deeper sense of betrayal with a 

female perpetrator.  It’s like there’s no safe 
place.  How can a woman face a world that 
belittles and condemns us because we’re 
women . . . And still turn her hand against her 
own sex?  That’s a bitter betrayal.” 

(Denov, 2004, p. 1144) 
 



“I battle with self inflicted wounds. . . . When 
I was dealing with the sexual abuse, there 
were times when I was really considering 
cutting my penis off. . . . I didn’t want to 
have a penis. I didn’t want to be sexual.” 

(Denov, 2004, p. 1146) 
 



Suicidal 

“I was very suicidal in those days [when I 
was a church minister]. . . I had this 
obsessive fantasy of going to the pulpit  
and blowing out my brains across the 
altar.  That was the anger – that was my 
statement on life.” 

(Denov, 2004, p. 1146) 
 



Rage 

“I think that I still have so much rage. . . . 
What I want to do, and it satisfies me yet it 
scares me half to death, is slice [my 
mother’s] throat and cut her tongue out, 
cut her eyes out and stab her until there is 
no life left in her.  That is the frightening 
part.” 

(Denov, 2004) 
 



Rage 

“I would says that in my [sexual] fantasies, 
I was abusive toward women.  For about 
10 years, a lot of my fantasies were about 
power, control, and dominating 
women. . . . It was the only way I could 
have an orgasm.” 

(Denov, 2004, p. 1148) 
 

 



Did Not Want to be Female 

“I don’t even want to have a distinguishably 
female form. . . . I just want to lose it all in 
fat. . . . I wear bulky clothing, I dress in 
men’s clothes.  I’ll do anything to be, if 
not male, at least neutral. . . . I would be 
safest and be safe for other people if I’m 
not female. . . .Being a woman is a large 
part of my identity, and it’s my biggest 
struggle.” 

(Denov, 2004, p. 1148) 
 



“I started drinking and taking drugs when I 
was 12.  That helped the pain go 
away. . . . No one would believe me about 
all of the physical and sexual abuse, so 
when I took the drugs and alcohol, I didn’t 
even have to believe it myself.” 

(Denov, 2004) 
 

 



Discomfort with Sex 

“I can’t make love because I feel 
dirty. . . .There was a point where [my 
wife] wanted a lot of sex, and I couldn’t do 
it. . . .I felt really dirty and disgusted.  After 
sex, I would take a bath and scrub down 
my skin.” 

(Denov, 2004, p. 1150) 
 



“I know that my sexual stuff has really 
warped my ability to parent my daughter.  
I’m afraid to be alone with my daughter.  
It’s probably one of the most troubling 
components of my adult life.  You know, 
I’m good with her.  But still, I’m afraid [of 
sexually abusing her].  I’m very afraid.  It 
makes me spend less time with her than I 
think I normally would.” 

(Denov, 2004, p. 1150” 
“ 



Fear of Abusing Children 

Victim 
Age 23 

Tubal ligation 



“Feeling afraid of my own children [girls].  I don’t 
know if I’m my mother and they are me 
sometimes.  I feel so sorry for them I can hardly 
STOP myself from begging their forgiveness 
even though I’ve been an excellent, kind 
mother to them.  I feel as though my mother is 
inside me, trying to get out.  That because I 
have been the repository of so much evil, I 
should probably never be around children even 
though I never have or would abuse them. 

(Saradjian & Hanks, 1996, p. 230) 



Male Victims:  Perceptions & 
Reality 

½ abused by mothers 
 

More adjustment problems 
If had an initial positive or mixed perception 

of the abuse 
(Kelly et al., 2002) 



Age It Began 

 
 
Average Age It Began 

 
3.2 yrs old 

 
     (Rosencrans, 1997) 

 



Age It Ended 

 
 
Average Age It Ended 

 
17.3 yrs old 

 
     (Rosencrans, 1997) 

 



Age it Began and Ended 

5 – 12 
 

7 years 
 

Ø Once a week 
Ø 36% 

 
(Denov, 2001) 

 



Disclosure 

Average time before disclosure 
 

28 years 
 

(Rosencrans, 1997) 



Preventing Disclosure 



“When I was very young, my mother used to 
drive all us kids out a lonely, isolated 
country road.  Then she’d drop some of 
my kittens out the door.  She’d drive 
ahead, turn around, then drive back past 
the kittens crying on the road.  This was 
called ‘abandoning.’  Later she 
threatened that if I told anyone about any 
of the abuse, by anyone, I’d be taken to 
an orphanage and never see my family 
again.  I believed her.  I knew how easy it 
was for her to abandon small, vulnerable 
creatures.”   (Rosencrans, 1997) 



Adolescent Female Sex 
Offenders 



Age of Adolescent Sex 
Offenders 

            50% 
 

Females   11 – 13 yrs old 

Males    14 – 16 yrs old 



Victim Choice 
Adolescent Sex Offenders 

N  = 61 females; 122 males 
      Same as   Different 
      Offender        from 
         Offender 

 
Males          30%        70% 
 
Females          59%       41% 

(Vandiver, 2006) 
 
 



Female Adolescent 
 Sex Offenders 

N = 67 
Community/residential 

 
Mood Disorder > ½ 

PTSD nearly ½ 
     
     (Matthews et al., 1997) 



Female Adolescent  
Sex Offenders 

More severe abuse 
Abuse started earlier 
More experienced force 

   (Matthews et al., 1997) 



Comparison of Female & Male 
Adolescent Sex Offenders 

Offending behaviors 
 

Similar 
 

Frequency & Magnitude 
 
(Matthews et al., 1997) 
 
 

 



Female Adolescent  
Sex Offenders 

Repetitive patterns of offending 
 

Multiple victims 
 

Used force as frequently as males 
 
(Matthews et al., 1997) 



Female Adolescent  
Sex Offenders 

      Female  Male 
Number of molesters         4.5          1.4 
No. w/ more than 1 
 molester        75%     10% 
Gender of molester 
  Male only         58%     80% 
  Female only         4%     13% 
  Both          38%       7% 
     (Matthews et al., 1997) 



Comparison of Male and Female 
Juvenile Sexual Offenders 

 
     Males      Females 
PTSD      9%      50% 

Conduct Disorder    46%       9% 
    

(Kubik et al., 2002) 



Fathers 



Fathers 

“He was absent from out home a lot.  He 
typically left the house at 7 AM and 
returned home any time between 7 PM 
and midnight.  He was preoccupied with 
professional concerns.  (I don’t know 
when) he began abusing alcohol and 
prescription drugs . . . He suffered(s) from 
severe, chronic depression and various 
somatic illnesses.” 



Fathers 

“However, the public’s view of him was that 
he was highly successful, articulate, 
affable, bright, ethical, a concerned citizen, 
handsome, etc.  At home he was mostly 
asleep!” 
     (Rosencrans, 1997, p. 70) 



Fathers 

“All he wanted was peace in his home, an 
absence of conflict. I became his confidant 
when I was about 12 or 13, listening to him 
describe his depression and his suicidal 
ideation.” 
     (Rosencrans, 1997, p. 70) 



Fathers 

“He’d leave when she became agitated.  
He left me to receive her rage and 
aggression.  He was a first class, chicken 
shit coward.  If he ever pushed back at her 
it was to save his own ass.” 
     (Rosencrans, 1997, p. 72) 



Both Parents Abusive 

“He is a rage-aholic, obsessed with guns, 
withdrawn, authoritative, and abusive.” 

 
“My father also abused me physically, 

emotionally and sexually.” 



Father Absent 
“[My father was] not home during one five 

year period when the abuse was 
particularly overt.”    

 
“My father died when I was 8 years old.” 
 
“No one at home.  My mother’s husband, 

not my biological father, [was] usually 
3,000 miles away.”  
    (Rosencrans, 1997, p. 71) 



Father had intercourse with her before 
coerced wife into sex with child 

Told wife to  
1.  massage daughter’s breasts, 
2.  masturbate her  
3.  perform cunnilingus on her 

    (Saradjian, 1996) 



“She got away with it because she said he 
beat up on her . .. Well he did but that 
weren’t no excuse . . . She were just 
pathetic . .. Weak . . . And I hate her.  She 
let him do it to me and she did it too.  It 
were disgusting . . . Really disgusting.  I 
want her to die. . . What he did was bad, 
but I’ll never forgive her.” 
      (Saradjian, 1996, p. 9) 



“I never did anything to the kids unless he 
was there . . . I was dead scared of him. . . 
It repulsed me as much as it repulsed 
them.  I just can’t understand the kids 
reaction, two of them won’t talk to either 
of us, I understand that but the other 
two . . . John writes to him every week and 
he got Susan to go with him to see him in 
prison. . . Neither of them write to me, nor 
visit.  I did get one letter. . . It was full of 
hatred. . . Yet they are willing to see him.” 
   (Saradjian, 1996, p. 10) 

 
     
      



Whom Do They Victimize 



Victims Differences 

n Females  More likely to molest preschoolers 
    (34% f  to 22% m) 

n Males   More likely to molest teens 
    (14% f  to 25% m) 

n Both   Likely to molest elementary age 
    (49% f to 52% m) 

(Vandiver, 2006) 
 



Main Motivations for Offending 

Sexual gratification 
Sadistic sexual gratification 
Fusion 
Money 
Vengeance 
Power & control 



Pathways to Offending 

82%  
 

Explicit approach 
Directed avoidant 
Implicit disorganized 

(Gannon, 2010) 



Explicit approach 
 

Almost ½ 
 

Intended to offend 
Explicit planning 
Some solo and some male accompanied 

(Gannon, 2010) 

 



Avoidant Directed 

<1/4 

n Did not plan the offense themselves 
n Coerced by males 
n Actively tried to avoid offending 

(Gannon, 2010) 
 



Implicit Disorganized 

22% 
 

n Minimal planning 
n Low self-control 
n Impulsivity 
n Against adults and children 

(Gannon, 2010) 
 



How Do You Stay Sane? 


