3/13/21

Psychopathy

1

Lack of Conscience
No regrets
Does not feel bad for victim
Made me the person I am today

2

3
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Capacity for Empathy

Normal

None

4

Capacity for Empathy
Thinking
Errors

Entitlement

Normal

None

5

Distorted Attitudes
Children are sexual.
n Children enjoy sexual activity.
n

Children are not harmed by sexual activity
with adults.
n Children can give consent and it can be
mutual.
n

It’s just my way of showing love.
n It’s educational for them.
n

n

It’s just a game to play with them.
6

6

2
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Thinking Errors

The Bridge
Between Fantasy World & Real World

Oxycodone for the Conscience

7

Capacity for Empathy
Thinking
Errors

Deviant
Schemas

Normal

None

8

Percentage

Percentage of Sex Offenders with
PCL-R Score of 30+
(Porter et al., 2000)

9
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Faking Empathy

10

Norman Mailer
William F. Buckley, Jr.

11

n

Both befriended inmates who wrote them

n

Both inmates were brilliant writers

n

Both Mailer and Buckley thought literary
brilliance was negatively related to risk

12
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Jack Abbott
n

Foster care at birth

n

Youth in juvenile detention centers

n

Prison for forgery

n

At 21, killed an inmate by stabbing

n

Escaped, robbed a bank, went to prison

13

n

Five years later wrote Mailer

n

Mailer helped him publish In the Belly of the
Beast

n

Mailer helped him get parole

n

Wined and dined by literary society

n

Killed a waiter for not letting him use the staff
bathroom

14

Only an abstract, intellectual awareness
of feelings of others
cf., Abbott

15
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"There are emotions—a whole spectrum of
them—that I know only through words, through
reading and in my immature imagination. I can
imagine I feel these emotions (know, therefore,
what they are), but I do not.”
:

Jack Abbott

16

"There was no pain, it was a clean wound. He
had no future as an actor—chances are he
would have gone into another line of work."
Jack Abbott
In the Belly of the Beast

17

Edgar Smith
n

Murdered 15-year-old girl in 1956

n

Crushed her skull with a 40 lb rock after
beating her with a baseball bat

n

Convinced Buckley wrongfully convicted

n

Buckley lobbied for his release

18
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n

Lectures, radio, TV

n

Wrote 2 books

n

5 years later he abducted a woman and
stabbed her with a butcher knife

n

Contacted Buckley

n

Buckley called the FBI

19

Wired in (My Opinion)
Niceness = trustworthiness
Intelligence = trustworthiness
Ability to articulate = trustworthiness

20

White Supremacist
n

Do you ever think about the victims?

n

No, ma’am, not once. They were gone. . .
I never gave them a thought. I have never
had any thoughts about anyone I had
problems with. . . Never did. Never will.

21
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n

How do you think your behavior impacted
your victim?

n

A. Never thought about it. It wasn’t my
problem. I got what I wanted.”

22

Anthony
My mind doesn’t see right or wrong. I don’t
always have a conscience. People they see
right and wrong, and they don’t want to do
things because they’re wrong. I on the other
hand, there are times I don’t have a conscience
at all, and I don’t really care one way or the
other about hurting other people . . .

23

Willie
Q. When other people suffer?
A. There are various reactions. There’s not
one reaction. Sometimes I feel for them,
as much as I can. Sometimes it’s funny.
Sometimes I feel nothing.

24
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Willie
Beat a Three-Year-Old to Death
Q. How did you feel about his suffering?
A. I guess I don’t feel anything.

25

Psychopaths
Lack of attachment
Lack of reciprocity
Lack of Empathy/Narcissism

26

What is Psychopathy?
“Psychopathy is a disorder characterized in
part by shallow emotional responses, lack of
empathy, impulsivity, and an increased
likelihood of antisocial behavior . . .
(Anderson 2014)

27
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Features
n

“Relatively persistent traits becoming
apparent before age of 10”

n

“Significant genetic risk factors”
(Anderson, 2014)

28

Lack of Attachment
n

I’ve been in all types of relationships. It
was never going to last. Later I started
just fucking them, and they have to give
me money. I live off myself. I’m a hustler.
I don’t depend on anybody. I’m a hustler.
I like to add, divide and multiply. I don’t like
to subtract.

29

Inability to Bond

30
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Shallow Affect
n

Q. “ Were you ever in love?”

n

A. “I was very much emotionally attached to all
of them in a sense. I don’t want to say I was in
love with them because I still don’t know what
love is.”

31

Shallow Affect (continued)
n

“I exposed myself – I did in some sense – I don’t
mean any disrespect when I say this – women – you
demand some kind of connection – you hunger for
something more than a mutual friendship. Eventually
they wore me down in the sense that I did tell them
certain things but I did this in a way that if they said
something to someone else I would know who said
it.”

32

n

Q. Were there any of them at all that you
cared about?

n
n

A. About 10 I took serious. The last one
was the one who stabbed me in my arm. .
.

33
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Lack of Reciprocity
Ted Bundy

34

n

For some reason, it was a necessary way
of looking at things. To say that perhaps
this person won’t be missed. I mean,
there are so many people. This person
will never be missed. It shouldn’t be a
problem. . . (p. 135)

n

So, what’s one less? . . . What’s one less
person on the face of the planet? What
difference will it make a hundred years
from now? (p. 188)

35

36
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Lack of Empathy

37

Joy of Crime
“I hope I go in a blaze of glory. When I
was doing the crazy things I was doing it
was kind of fun. You run out of a bank with
a bag of money. You’ve got all this money.
You can do whatever you want. It feels
kind of powerful. Plus you know you’re
going to prison. You know you’re going.
So you just have all the fun you can.”

38

n

“The reason psychopaths don’t attend to
fear-provoking stimuli may simply be that
they are not especially afraid of them in
the first place.”
(Lillifield, 2015)

39
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Callousness
“Sometimes I see easy prey. Fuck her.
She don’t know me. I’m not looking for
no love. I want some money. If she’ll
bring in some drugs, cool. If she’ll have
sex, better.”

40

Callousness
“In the back of my mind, she’s a
guard. She means nothing to me. I
need to get everything I can from them
as soon as I can before we get
caught.”

41

Callousness
Q. “Does she care about you?
A. “She does. She does. She does. She
thought she could control me bringing me
things. But I own her. ‘I have information
about you. I’m going to use it if you ever
try to have control over me. She used to
have control over me. Now I have control
over her.”

42
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Callousness
“How do you feel about her?
“She’s a slut. She’s a tramp.”

43

Narcissism & Stimulus Seeking

44

Grandiosity
“I’ve been fighting police all my
life. I think like a criminal.
They’re slow.”

45

15

3/13/21

Stimulation Seeking
n

“I like to live on the edge. I like being
wanted by the police. I like being chased
by the police. When you live that kind of
life you really can’t stop to think. You
never think. You just do, do, do. If you
stop you won’t do it. I never stop to
analyze it.”

46

Grandiose
“I like living by my wits. The people who
work here are slow. They’re backwards.
They’re naïve. I just don’t think they’re
smarter than me. We take advantage of
them as much as we possibly can. They
open themselves up to it.”

47

Joy of Crime
“I hope I go in a blaze of glory. When I
was doing the crazy things I was doing it
was kind of fun. You run out of a bank with
a bag of money. You’ve got all this money.
You can do whatever you want. It feels
kind of powerful. Plus you know you’re
going to prison. You know you’re going.
So you just have all the fun you can.”

48
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Callous
“I took somebody’s life and I shouldn’t
have. I feel bad. The person died.
Sometimes you think about it and a
couple of times I’ve had a dream
about it. . . Time heals everything. You
get over it.”

49

Callous
“I didn’t have to take the role in
life that I took. I could have gone
in a whole different direction. Still,
if I hadn’t gone through all that
stuff, I wouldn’t be the person I
am.”

50

Psychopathy and ASPD: Offender Populations

All
Offenders
(100%)

ASPD
(50 - 80%)
Treatable
with
current
programs?

PCL-R
Psychopaths
(10 - 20%)

White
Collar?
Difficult to
treat with
current
programs?

51
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The Psychopathy Checklist-Revised
(PCL-R)
•

20 items scored from interview & file data

•

Each item scored on a 3-point scale (0, 1, 2)

•

Total score 0-40
– extent to which an individual matches the
prototypical psychopath

52

Psychopathy and Nature of Crime
(Woodworth & Porter, 2002)
•

•

Study of 125 Canadian murderers
Murder classified as
Primarily reactive (e.g., crime of passion,
extreme provocation, self-defense)
Ø

Ø

Primarily instrumental (e.g., cold-blooded,
premeditated, settle a score)

53

Nature of Aggression/Violence
Primarily Reactive
•
•
•
•
•

crime of passion
extreme provocation
self-defense
response to threat
often relatively uncontrolled

54
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Nature of Aggression/Violence
Primarily instrumental
n cold-blooded
n premeditated
n settle a score
n goal-directed
n controlled
n predatory

55

56

57
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58

Attributing Emotions
Stories Design to Elicit Emotions
Happiness
Sadness
Embarrassment
Guilt
(Blair et al., 1995)

59

Attributing Emotions
No Differences Between Psychopaths &
NonPsychopaths
Happiness
Sadness
Embarrassed
(Blair et al., 1995)

60
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Attributing Emotions
Differences in Psychopaths & Nonpsychopaths
Guilt Stories
Psychopaths
Little guilt to others
Indifference or positive emotions, especially intentional
harm
Happiness for intentional harm
(Blair et al., 1995)

61

Response to Acts of Violence
Psychopaths Felt
Excitement
Power
Satisfaction
Justification
Increased Self-Esteem
(Walsh, 1999)

62

Matching Emotional Tone
n

A man thrown overboard from a sinking ship

1.

A man running from a monster

2.
3.

A man surfing on a large wave
A woman standing on a yacht

4.

A boy carrying a lamp into his room

(Hare, Williamson, et al., 1988; Williamson et al., 1991)

63
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Matching Emotional Tone
Nonpsychopaths
n

A man thrown overboard from a sinking ship

n

A man running from a monster

64

Matching Emotional Tone
Psychopaths
n

A man thrown overboard from a sinking ship

n

A man surfing on a large wave

65
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